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Dear Committee Members 
 

 

Application for planning permission ref: P20/S0909/FUL 
Moorcourt Barn, Weston Road, Lewknor 
Agenda Item  12 
 
I am the agent that submitted the planning application outlined above. 
 
I trust that you have the application documents available to you in 
addition to the officer’s report.  Within this note I wish only to clarify 
certain elements of the application because it seems to me that some 
objectors have misunderstood parts of the scheme and may well not 
have objected to the application if they had not done so.  Due to covid I 
was of course prevented from addressing the Parish Council whose 
objection was the trigger for this application to come to planning 
committee.  However, prior to making the application I was able to speak 
to a representative of the Parish council and hence why the application 
is framed in the manner it is. 
 
Under earlier applications the Parish made it clear that they had 
concerns in relation to parking from the adjoining commercial unit taking 
place on the track to the east of the site that also serves as a public 
footpath. 
 
Because the applicant owns the commercial site as well as the barn site, 
we have been able to include additional parking for the commercial unit 
within this submission to remove the possibility of parking on the path 
(or road).  This will be a local benefit that would not otherwise occur. 
 
In addition, because the wording of the application includes reference to 
closure of footpath access some objectors seem to have misread this as 
closure of the path.  The opposite is the case.  We are proposing a new 
vehicular and pedestrian access to the site that will remove traffic from 
the track thus making the footpath more likely to be enjoyed.  There is 
no proposal to seek to close or re-align the public path- only to close 
access from the site to the track. 
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Indeed by moving the proposed building further from the path we consider that people’s 
enjoyment of the path will also be enhanced, especially given that the new building is 
so handsome in comparison to either the existing green barn or the dwelling that it 
could be turned into under permitted development rights. 
 
The site is not far from the outlying part of the Lewknor conservation area and I am 
strongly of the view that what we are proposing to do will enhance the local scene.  This 
is designed as a specifically southern Oxfordshire looking building.  It will be very high 
quality and in the vernacular style, it is not a building scheme that you might find just 
anywhere. 
 
I cannot fathom why people have written to express concern at the design given it is 
exactly what you might expect to see in a location like this.  We have worked very hard 
to make it right for its surroundings.  I cannot imagine why CPRE has objected- when 
this will so clearly be a better design solution than any other option. 
 
The access now proposed (moved to the northwest corner) will ensure that the dwelling 
will benefit from the best possible vision as it will lie at the outside of a gentle bend 
which is well known to be the optimum position for vision splays. 
 
Construction traffic will be directed not to approach from Lewknor. 
 
The planning officer has succinctly covered why planning permission should be granted 
and I would simply like to confirm that SODC has previously granted planning 
permission on schemes like this (to build a wholly new dwelling in place of a permitted 
development conversion) on at least 10 sites.  On every one of those the final result 
has been better for all than what might otherwise have been achieved. 
 
The NPPF (paragraph 124) confirms that the creation of high-quality buildings and 
places is fundamental to what planning and development process should achieve.  
Proposals that fail to take opportunities for improving the character and quality of an 
area should be avoided (NPPF paragraph 130), and designs that will help to raise the 
standard of design more generally in an area should be given great weight. 
 
I would urge you to grant planning permission so that really good development can be 
allowed to take place and become an asset to the area.  With respect, I feel that 
objectors have undervalued or overlooked the very real benefits of this desirable 
scheme that will enhance the area. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Henry Venners BSc(Hons) MA MRTPI 
on behalf of Mr Griffith 
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